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Course	Overview:	
This course will examine the world in the Middle Ages, beginning with the fall of Rome and end with the exploration of 
the Renaissance and Protestant Reformation.  Specific civilizations under study will include Western Europe, the 
Byzantine Empire and the Islamic caliphates.  Specific topics to be examined will include the Vikings, Norman Invasions, 
Crusades, knights and chivalry, the Turks, Bubonic Plague, Hundred Years’ War, the rise of the Italian city-states, 
humanism, Renaissance art, Machiavelli, Martin Luther and John Calvin.   
	
Vision	of	the	Successful	Student	and	Core	Competencies:	
The students will understand:    

 Literacy skills needed to demonstrate effective reading and writing in the subject area.  
 Analysis of primary and secondary sources to form arguments and write essays. 
 Map reading skills and historical place analysis. 
 Compare and contrast civilizations and classify their major areas of achievements. 
 How to question history to come to conclusions on major trends and events. 
 Prediction skills to provide solutions to issues in history.   

									
Materials	and	Resources	to	Support	Student	Learning:	

 Supplemental primary source readings relating to the time period under study such as Machiavelli’s The Prince. 
 Supplemental secondary readings from books such as: John Canning’s (ed.) 100 Great Kings, Queens, and Rulers 

of the World. 
 Supplemental secondary readings from periodicals such as: History Review, Smithsonian and History Today. 

	
Evidence	of	Student	Learning:	
 
Homework:   Homework is provided to prepare students for new learning, allow them opportunities to practice what 
they have learned, and to extend their learning by providing them with learning tasks that will foster a deeper 
understanding of the subject. Some examples of homework may include: 
 

 Analyzing a primary source document. 
 Analyzing a secondary source document. 
 Responding to classroom discussion. 
 Conducting research on historical topics for further analysis. 
 Providing evidence of skill improvement. 

 
Homework will count 10% of the total grade 
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Performance Tasks:  Performance tasks are provided to ensure that students can actively demonstrate their learning. 
Some examples of performance tasks may include: 
 

 Classwork. 
 Inquiry Essays. 
 Persuasive Essays. 
 Research Papers. 
 Literature analysis. 
 Primary Source Analysis. 
 Other assessments. 
 Other projects 

 
Performance tasks will count 20% of the total grade      
 
Quizzes:   Quizzes are given periodically to check for student understanding of social studies skills and content. They 
may be used to determine areas of student strengths and weaknesses so that corrective whole class or individual 
instruction may be given prior to the unit test. Some examples of quizzes may include: 
 

 Multiple Choice 
 True/False 
 Fill in the Blank 
 Short Answer 

 
Quizzes will count 20% of the total grade 
 
Tests:  Tests are usually given at the conclusion of a unit of study to determine student learning of content and skills 
necessary for mastery of the unit’s essential questions and major understandings. Some examples of tests may include: 
 

 Multiple Choice 
 True/False 
 Fill in the Blank 
 Short Answer 
 Essay 

 
Tests will count 50% of the total grade 
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Student:		 I	have	read	this	document	and	understand	the	expectations	for	this	course.	
	
__________________________________________________________________	 	 __________________	
																Student’s	Signature	 	 	 	 	 	 Date	
	
Parent:	 	 My	daughter/son	has	shared	the	course	expectations	with	me.	
	
__________________________________________________________________	 	 ___________________	
																Parent	Signature		 	 	 	 	 	 Date	
	

RETURN TO CLASSROOM TEACHER NO LATER THAN:

	


